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TN THE TJNTTED STATE S PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFTCE 
IN RE APPLICATION OF : 

URSLOHERETAL : ATTN: APPLICATION DIVISION 

SERIAL NO: NEW U.S. PCT APPLN : 
(Based on PCT/CH99/00205) 

FILED: HEREWITH : 

FOR: COMMUNICATION METHOD : 
AND SUITABLE DEVICE FOR 
COMMUNICATION FORUMS 

PRELTMTNARV AMENDMENT 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

Prior to a first examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

TN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Amended) A communication method, in which at least two communication 
participants communicate with one another by means of spoken language in a round of 
communication by means of communications terminals via a telecommunications network, 
the said communications terminals being intercoimected via the said telecommunications 
network for a said commxmication round when the said communication participants have 
selected a common communication forum, wherein 



the said communication participants select the common communication forum by 
means of the said communications terminals. 

2. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1, wherein at least 
certain of the said communications terminals are mobile devices^ and the said 
communications network comprises at least one mobile network. 

3. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1, wherein the said 
communication participants select, via a menu structure, a communication forum from a list 
of defined communication forums or define a new commxmication forum, a defined 
communication forum being assigned a designation, designating for example a topic. 

4. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 3, wherein the said 
menu structure is displayed on a display of the said communications terminals, and the said 
communication forum is selected or defined by means of operating elements of the said 
communications terminals, 

5. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 3, wherein the said 
commxmication forum is selected or defined under speech-controlled menu guidance by 
means of operating elements of the said communications terminal. 

6. (Amended) The commxmication method according to claim 1, wherein at least 
certain of the said communication forums are available only to communication participants 
located in a particular geographical area assigned to the respective communication forum. 

7. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 3, wherein access to a 
said communication forum can be denied to an interested commxmication participant by the 
said communication participant who defined the said commxmication forum. 
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8. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1, wherein the said 
communications terminals are interconnected for a said communication round by means of 
conference circuit. 

9. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1, wherein one of the 
said communication participants registers for a communication forum when no other 
communication participant has yet selected the respective communication forum, and a round 
of communication between the registered conmiunication participant and at least one other 
communication participant begins when this at least one other commimication participant has 
selected the respective communication forum. 

10. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1, wherein one of the 
said conmiunication participants registers for at least one communication forum specifying in 
addition at least one other communication participant as a communication partner for the 
respective communication forum, so that he is notified when a specified communication 
partner has selected a respective communication forum. 

11. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1, wherein at least 
certain of the said communication forums have a temporally limited availability. 

12. (Amended) A chat server which comprises a communications module for 
connection with telecommunications networks in which communication participants 
communicate with one another by means of communications terminals, which server has a 
table in which information about communication forums is stored, and which server has a 
command module that is set up such that it is able to receive and execute commands from the 
said communication participants, the said command module enabling the said 
communication participants to select one of the said communication forums by means of the 
said commands, the said communications module being set up such that it is able to 
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interconnect at least two of the said communication participants, who have selected a 
common communication forum, for a round of communication, in which the said 
communication participants communicate by means of spoken language, over a said 
telecommunications network, wherein 

the command module is moreover set up such that it is able to receive over the said 
telecommunications networks said commands entered by the said communication 
participants by means of the said communication terminals, 

13. (Amended) The chat server according to claim 12, wherein at least certain of the 
said communications terminals are mobile devices, and said telecommunications networks 
comprise at least one mobile network, 

14. (Amended) The chat server according to claim 12, wherein the said command 
module is set up such that the said communication participants are able to select a 
communication forum from the said table or define a new communication forum, a 
designation being assigned to a defined communication forum, designating for example a 
topic. 

15. (Amended) The chat server according to claim 14, wherein the said command 
module is set up such that it is able to prepare a list of the defined communication forums 
stored in the said table and transmit it by means of the said communications module to the 
said communications terminals over the said telecommunications networks. 

16. (Amended) The chat server according to claim 12, wherein at least certain of the 
entries relating to communication forums stored in the said table are limited geographically 
and contain indications about a geographic area, and the said command module is set up such 
that it makes available geographically limited communication forums only to communication 
participants who are located in this geographic area. 



17. (Amended) The chat server according to claim 14, wherein at least certain of the 
entries relating to communication forums stored in the said table contain indications about a 
first communication participant who has defined the respective communication forum, and 
the said command module is set up such that it is able to pass on commands fi:om a second 
communication participant regarding the selection of one of the said communication forums 
to the first communication participant and is able to receive a command from this first 
communication participant to deny the second communication participant access to the 
respective communication forum. 

18, (Amended) The chat server according to claim 12, wherein the said 
communications module is set up such that it is able to interconnect conomunications 
terminals for one of the said communication rounds by means of conference circuit. 

19, (Amended) The chat server according to claim 12, wherein at least certain of the 
entries relating to communication forums stored in the said table contain indications about 
communication participants who have registered for a commxmication forum when no other 
communication participant has yet selected the respective communication forum, and the said 
command module is set up such that it is able to connect a communication round between the 
communication participant who has registered and at least one other communication 
participant when this at least one other communication participant has selected the respective 
communication forum. 

20. (Amended) The chat server according to claim 12, wherein at least certain of the 
entries relating to communication forums stored in the said table contain indications about 
first communication participants, who have registered for a communication forum, and about 
second communication participants, who have been specified as communication partners by 
the first communication participants, and the said command module is set up such that it 



informs a registered first communication participant when a specified communication partner 
has selected a respective commimication forum. 

21. (Amended) The chat server according to claim 12, wherein at least certain of the 
entries relating to communication forums stored in the said table contain indications relating 
to a temporally limited availability. 

IN THE ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Please amend the abstract on page 17 as follows: 

Communication method and suitable device for communications forums in which at 
least two communication participants communicate with one another in a round of 
communication in spoken language by communications terminals, in particular using mobile 
devices, via a telecommunications network, in particular a mobile telecommunications 
network. Communications terminals are interconnected via the telecommunications network 
for a round of cormnunication when communication participants have selected a common 
communications forum by the communications terminals. A communication participant 
departs from a round of commimication in that he/she leaves the respective communication 
forum or terminates the communication via the telecommunications network with his/her 
communications terminal, 

REMARKS 

Favorable consideration of this application, as presently amended, is respectfully 
requested. 

The present preliminary amendment is submitted to place the above-identified 
application in more proper format under United States practice. 
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By the present preliminary amendment, the claims have been amended to no longer 
recite any reference numerals or multiple dependencies. 

The Abstract has also been amended by the present response to delete reference 
numerals and legal phraseology, and to clarify the language therein. 

The present application is believed to be in condition for a full and thorough 
examination on the merits. An early and favorable consideration of the present application is 
hereby respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 




Gregory J. Maier 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 25,599 
Surinder Sachar 
Registration No. 34,423 
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IN THE CLAIMS 

~1. (Amended) A communication method, in which at least two communication 
participants communicate with one another by means of spoken language in a round of 
communication by means of communications terminals [(1 1, 12, 21)] via a 
telecommunications network [(1, 2)], the said communications terminals [(11, 12, 21)] being 
interconnected via the said telecommunications network [(1, 2)] for a said communication 
round when the said communication participants have selected a common communication 
forum, wherein 

the said communication participants select the common communication forum by 
means of the said communications terminals [(11, 12, 21)]. 

2. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1, wherein at least 
certain of the said communications terminals are mobile devices [(11, 12)], and the said 
communications network comprises at least one mobile network, 

3. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 1 [or 2], wherein the 
said communication participants select, via a menu structure, a communication forum from a 
list of defined communication forums or define a new communication forum, a defined 
communication forum being assigned a designation, designating for example a topic. 

4. (Amended) The commimication method according to claim 3, wherein the said 
menu structure is displayed on a display [(1 1 1, 21 1)] of the said communications terminals 



[(11, 12, 21)], and the said communication forum is selected or defined by means of 
operating elements [(1 12, 212)] of the said communications terminals [(1 1, 12, 21)], 

5. (Amended) The communication method according to claim 3, wherein the said 
communication forum is selected or defined under speech-controlled menu guidance by 
means of operating elements [(112, 212)] of the said communications terminal [(1 1, 12, 21)]. 

6. (Amended) The communication method according to [one of the claims 1 to 5] 
claim 1 , wherein at least certain of the said communication forums are available only to 
communication participants located in a particular geographical area assigned to the 
respective communication forum, 

7. (Amended) The communication method according to [one of the claims 3 to 6] 
claim 3, wherein access to a said communication forum can be denied to an interested 
communication participant by the said communication participant who defined the said 
communication forum. 

8. (Amended) The communication method according to [one of the claims 1 to 7] 
claim 1 , wherein the said communications terminals [(1 1, 12, 21)] are interconnected for a 
said commxmication round by means of conference circuit. 

9. (Amended) The communication method according to [one of the claims 1 to 8] 
claim 1 , wherein one of the said communication participants registers for a communication 
forum when no other communication participant has yet selected the respective 
communication forum, and a round of communication between the registered communication 
participant and at least one other communication participant begins when this at least one 
other communication participant has selected the respective communication forum. 

10. (Amended) The communication method according to [one of the claims 1 to 9] 
claim 1 , wherein one of the said communication participants registers for at least one 



communication forum specifying in addition at least one other communication participant as 
a communication partner for the respective communication forum, so that he is notified when 
a specified communication partner has selected a respective communication forum. 

11. (Amended) The communication method according to [one of the claims 1 to 10] 
claim 1, wherein at least certain of the said communication forums have a temporally limited 
availability. 

12. (Amended) A chat server [(3)] which comprises a communications module 
[(31)] for connection with telecommunications networks [(1, 2)] in which communication 
participants communicate with one another by means of communications terminals [(11, 12, 
21)], which server has a table [(33)] in which information about communication forums is 
stored, and which server has a command module [(32)] that is set up such that it is able to 
receive and execute commands fi:*om the said communication participants, the said command 
module [(32)] enabling the said communication participants to select one of the said 
communication forums by means of the said commands, the said communications module 
[(3 1)] being set up such that it is able to interconnect at least two of the said communication 
participants, who have selected a common communication forum, for a round of 
communication, in which the said communication participants communicate by means of 
spoken language, over a said telecommunications network [(1, 2)], wherein 

the command module [(32)] is moreover set up such that it is able to receive over the 
said telecommunications networks [(1, 2)] said commands entered by the said 
communication participants by means of the said communication terminals [(1 1, 12, 21)]. 

13- (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to claim 12, wherein at least certain 
of the said communications terminals are mobile devices [(11, 12)], and said 
telecommunications networks comprise at least one mobile network [(1)]. 
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14. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to [one of the claims 12 or 13] claim 
12, wherein the said command module [(32)] is set up such that the said communication 
participants are able to select a communication forum from the said table [(33)] or define a 
new communication forum, a designation being assigned to a defined communication forum, 
designating for example a topic. 

15. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to claim 14, wherein the said 
command module [(32)] is set up such that it is able to prepare a list of the defined 
communication forums stored in the said table [(33)] and transmit it by means of the said 
communications module [(31)] to the said communications terminals [(11, 12, 21)] over the 
said telecommunications networks [(1, 2)]. 

16. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to [one of the claims 12 to 15] claim 
12, wherein at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the said 
table [(33)] are limited geographically and contain indications about a geographic area, and 
the said command module [(32)] is set up such that it makes available geographically limited 
communication forums only to communication participants who are located in this 
geographic area. 

17. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to [one of the claims 14 to 16] claim 
14, wherein at least certain of the entries relating to commimication forums stored in the said 
table [(33)] contain indications about a first communication participant who has defined the 
respective communication forum, and the said command module [(32)] is set up such that it 
is able to pass on commands from a second communication participant regarding the 
selection of one of the said communication forums to the first communication participant and 
is able to receive a command from this first communication participant to deny the second 
communication participant access to the respective communication forum. 



18. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to [one of the claims 12 to 17] claim 
12, wherein the said communications module [(31)] is set up such that it is able to 
interconnect communications terminals [(1 1, 12, 21)] for one of the said communication 
rounds by means of conference circuit. 

19. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to [one of the claims 12 to 18] claim 
12 . wherein at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the said 
table [(33)] contain indications about communication participants who have registered for a 
communication forum when no other communication participant has yet selected the 
respective communication forum, and the said command module [(32)] is set up such that it 
is able to connect a communication round between the communication participant who has 
registered and at least one other communication participant when this at least one other 
commimication participant has selected the respective communication forum. 

20. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to [one of the claims 12 to 19] claim 
12, wherein at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the said 
table [(33)] contain indications about first conmiunication participants, who have registered 
for a communication forum, and about second communication participants, who have been 
specified as communication partners by the first communication participants, and the said 
command module [(32)] is set up such that it informs a registered first communication 
participant when a specified communication partner has selected a respective communication 
forum. 

21. (Amended) The chat server [(3)] according to [one of the claims 12 to 20] claim 
12, wherein at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the said 
table [(33)] contain indications relating to a temporally limited availability. - 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
"Communication method and suitable device [(3)] for communications forums in 
which at least two communication participants communicate with one another in a round of 
communication in spoken language by [means of] communications terminals [(11, 12, 21)], 
in particular using mobile devices, via a telecommunications network [(1, 2)], in particular a 
mobile telecommunications network[, communications]. Commu nications terminals [(11, 
12, 21) being] am interconnected via the telecommunications network [(1,2)] for a round of 
communication when communication participants have selected a common communications 
forum by [means of] the communications terminals [(11, 12), and a] . A communication 
participant [departing] de parts from a round of communication in that he /she leaves the 
respective communication forum or terminates the communication via the 
telecommunications network [(1, 2)] with his/hsL communications terminal [(11, 12, 21)],— 
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Ccmryiunj^^ and^Suita ble Device for Communication Fo >rums 

This invention relates to a communication method and a suitable device 
for communication forums. In particular, this invention relates to a 
communication method for communication forums according to the preamble of 
5 the independent method claim and to a suitable device for communication 
forums according to the preamble of the independent device claim. 

Communication forums, in which communication participants are able to 
communicate with one another in a communication round via a 
telecommunications network, are known above all by the term "chat rooms," 

10 and are becoming more and more popular with the growing spread of the 
Internet. Chat rooms, i.e. communication forums, can be specified by topic 
and/or can be aimed at certain target groups, e.g. age groups or gender 
groups. Using a self-defined, unambiguous user name, a communication 
participant typically registers with a communication forum service (chat 

15 service), and selects a communication forum that interests him from among a 
plurality of communication forums offered, it being possible for him, before 
making his definitive selection, to take into consideration, for example, the 
number of communication participants in this communication forum who are 
already taking part in a communication round. Afterward he can follow the 

20 round of communication in progress in the selected communication forum on 
the screen of his communications terminal, typically a personal computer with a 
modem and connected to the Internet via an Internet service provider, and can 
take part therein. Communication contributions of a communication participant 
taking part in a communication round are shown on the screen with reference 

25 to the author of the text, or respectively entered as text by the communication 
participants taking part by means of the keyboard. To escape the abundance 
of texts communicated by numerous communication participants and/or to set 
up a private communication round, private communication forums or so-called 
"separees," are defined with pre-defined commands. Although such 

30 communication forums are valued by many communication participants, many 
participants find the entry of text rather tedious and would prefer 
communication forums with verbal rounds of communication. Moreover the 
users of the conventional communication forums are either dependent upon 
linked personal computers or upon rather unwieldy mobile computers with a 

35 sufficiently large screen for display of the communicated texts. 
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Described in the patent application EP 817 457 A2 is a system for 
anonymous speech communication in which interested communication 
participants, who have selected a common communication forum, are 
interconnected via a telephone network for a communication round carried out 
in spoken language. According to EP 817 457 A2. the interested 
commnnication participants have to enter by means of a personal computer the 
telephone number of the telephone apparatus, via which they want to carry out 
the communication round, and the identification of the desired communication 
forum, and transmit the entered telephone number and identification via an 
access network to the system. The system according to EP 817 457 A2 
connects the telephone apparatuses of the communication participants, who 
have selected a common communication forum, assigned to the indicated 
telephone numbers, by means of a conference circuit over the telephone 
network. The necessary entry of the telephone numbers of the telephone 
apparatuses to be used has the drawback that entry mistakes can thereby be 
made, leading to wrong connections between communication participants. 
Moreover, the necessity of having to use different communications terminals for 
selecting a communication forum and for setting up a communication round is 
considered inconvenient by users. 

It fs the object of this invention to propose a new and better method for 
communication forums and a device suitable therefor, which make possible 
communication forums with text-free rounds of communication. 

This object is achieved according to the present invention through the 
elements of the independent claims. Further advantageous embodiments 
follow moreover from the dependent claims and from the description. 

These objects are achieved by the invention in that in the communication 
method, in which at least two communication participants communicate with 
one another in a communication round by means of communications terminals 
via a telecommunications network, communications terminals being intercon- 
nected via the telecommunications network for a round of communication when 
said communication participants have selected a common communication 

AMENDED PAGE 
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forum by means of their communications terminals, the communication 
participants communicate by means of spoken language. 

Preferably at least certain said communications terminals are mobile 
devices, for example mobile radio telephones or communication-capable laptop 
or palmtop computers, and the said telecommunication network comprises at 
least one mobile network, for instance a GSM or UMTS or another mobile 
network. This has the advantage that text-free communication forums can also 
be made available and accessible to mobile communication participants. 

A communication participant can preferably select a communication 
forum, via a menu structure, from a list of defined communication forums or 
define a new communication fomm, a defined communication forum being 
assigned a designation, designating for example a topic. 

In various embodiment variants, the menu structure with the list of the 
defined communication forums is displayed on a display of a communications 
terminal, and a communication forum is selected or defined by means of 
operating elements of the communications terminal, or, with speech-controlled 
menu guidance, a communications forum is selected or defined by means of 
operating elements of the communications terminal. 

In an embodiment variant, at least certain communication forums are 
available only to communication participants located in a particular geographic 
area assigned to the respective communication forum. This has the advantage 
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that communication forums having only local significance, for example, are not 
unnecessarily overloaded with communication participants located outside the 
respective area. 

Access to a communication forum can preferably be denied to an 
5 interested communication participant by the communication participant who 
defined the communication forum, whereby it is possible for communication 
participants to define private communication forums which cannot be listened to 
by unauthorized communications participants. 

Communications terminals are preferably interconnected for a 
10 communication round by conference circuit. This has the advantage that 
already known communications functions, namely the conference circuit, can 
be made use of in communication forums for setting up rounds of 
communication. 

In an embodiment variant, a communication participant can register for a 
15 communication forum when no other communication participant has yet 
selected the respective communication forum, a communication round being 
able to begin between the registered communication participant and at least 
one other communication participant when this at least one other 
communication participant has selected the respective communication forum. 

20 In an embodiment variant, a said communication participant can register 

for a at least one communication forum and can specify at least one other 
communication participant as a communication partner for respective 
communication forums so that he is notified if a specified communication 
partner has selected a respective communication forum. It is thereby possible 

25 for the registered communication participant to be included in the 

communication round of a respective communication forum only when a 
specified communication partner has selected a respective communication 
forum, which, in different variants, can take place automatically, for example, 
with or without previous notification of the registered communication 

30 participant. 

In an embodiment variant, at least certain communication forums have a 
temporally limited availability, which can be set by the communication 
participant who has defined the respective communication forum, for example, 
or by the operator of the communication forum service. 
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The invention also relates to a cinat server which comprises a 
communications module for connection with telecommunications networks in 
which networks communication participants communicate with one another by 
means of communications terminals, which chat server comprises a table in 
5 which information about communication forums is stored. Moreover said chat 
server comprises a command module which is able to receive and execute 
commands from communication participants via telecommunications networks, 
the command module making it possible for communication participants to 
select a communication forum by means of commands, or respectively to leave 

10 a communication forum. The communication module is set up such that it is 
able to interconnect at least two communication participants who have selected 
a common communication forum for a round of communication via a said 
telecommunications network, or remove a communication participant from a 
communication round, the communication module making it possible for 

15 communication participants to communicate in a round of communication by 
means of spoken language. 

An embodiment of the present invention will be described in the 
following with reference to an example. The example of the embodiment is 
illustrated by the following attached figure: 

20 Figure 1 shows a block diagram which illustrates diagrammatically a chat 

server which is connected to telecommunications networks and 
communications terminals communicating therein. 

The reference numeral 3 refers to a chat server which is based, for 
example, on a conventional communications server and has the necessary 

25 hardware and software components to perform the function and services of a 
communications forum server in the method described in the following, i.e. to 
make it possible for communication participants in telecommunications 
networks 1, 2, in particular in mobile networks 1, to select communication 
forums by means of their communications terminals 11, 12, 21, in particular 

30 mobile devices 1 1 , 12, if necessary to define new communication fomms, and 
to take part in rounds of communication in selected communication forums 
which are carried out in spoken language. 

The chat server 3 has a table 33 in which information about 
communication forums is stored, for instance a designation or a name for a 
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communication forum which indicates e.g. a topic or a target group of 
communication participants, an indication about the number of communication 
participants who are taking part in the communication round of the 
communication forum, indications about a temporally and/or geographically 

5 limited validity and/or availability of the communication forum, for instance an 
expiration data and/or time indication, respectively a place designation or 
geographic coordinates and area indications, indications about who has 
defined the communication forum, for instance a temporary or generally valid 
identification of a communication participant or a reference to a communication 

10 forum provider, indications about the language of the communication round of 
the communication forum as well as other data some of which will be explained 
more closely in the following description. The table 33 is implemented, for 
example, on the same hardware platform as the chat server 3 or on another 
computer accessible to the chat server 3, and can be read and described by 

15 programmed software modules of the chat server 3. 

The chat server 3 comprises a communications module 31 with the 
necessary hardware and software components to connect the chat server 3 
with telecommunications networks 1 , 2 and to communicate with 
communications terminals 11, 12, 21 over these telecommunications networks 

20 1,2. As was already mentioned above, the telecommunications networks 1 , 2 
connected to the chat server 3 comprise at least one mobile network 1 , for 
instance a GSM, UMTS or another mobile network, via which communication 
participants can communicate with the chat server 3 using mobile devices 1, 
12, for instance mobile radio telephones 1 1 or suitable communication-capable 

25 laptop or palmtop computers 12, for example via the communications module 
31 . As is shown in Figure 1 , fixed networks 2 can also be connected to the 
chat server 3, for instance the public switched telephone network (PSTN), an 
ISDN network (Integrated Services Digital Network), a LAN (Local Area 
Network) or WAN (Wide Area Network), or an Intranet or the Internet, via which 

30 communication participants can communicate with the chat server 3 using 
fixed, i.e. fixed installed, communications terminals 21 , for instance telephone 
apparatuses, for example via the communications module 31 . The 
communications module 31 can also be set up such that other special 
telecommunications networks are able to be connected to the chat server 3, for 

35 example power networks suitable for communication, so-called PLC (Power 
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Line Communication) networks, via which communications terminals are able to 
communicate with one another by means of suitable power line 
communications modules, as is described, for example, in the not yet published 
patent application (application number PCT/CH98/00553) in the name of the 
5 present applicant, or so-called super-networks, which have at least a fixed 
network and a super-network VLR (Visitor Location Register), in which super- 
network VLR communication participants can register with SIM cards 
(Subscriber identity Module), for instance, as is described, for example, in the 
not yet published patent application (application number PCT/CH99/00087) in 
10 the name of the present applicant. 

The communication module 31 has in particular the function of 
interconnecting a plurality of communication participants with their 
communications terminals 1 1 , 12, 21 , for example in a conference circuit, e.g. 
when the communication participants have selected the same communication 

15 forum, as will be described later, it being possible to switch arriving 

communication participants into an already existing conference circuit, or 
remove communication participants, who are leaving, from the joint connection, 
for instance from the conference circuit. One skilled in the art will understand 
that the communications module 31 is able to achieve this connection directly 

20 or is able to avail of corresponding services of a suitable network unit as an 
aid, for example services of a switching center, for setting up the conference 
circuit. 

To obtain access to the services of the chat server 3, an interested 
communication participant, using a communications terminal 11, 12, 21, makes 

25 a connection to the chat server 3 by calling, for example, a service number 
established therefor. The services of the chat server 3 can, for example, be 
made available only to authorized communication participants, a personal 
access code being demanded from the communication participant, for instance, 
or his authorization being checked, e.g. on the basis of a user identification that 

30 is stored, for instance, on an identification module 113 (removably) connected 
to the communications terminal 11, e.g. an SIM card (Subscriber Identification 
Module) or in an applet in a Java SIM card (Java is a registered trademark of 
the company Sun Microsystems) and transmitted to the chat server 3. 



The chat server 3 comprises a command module 32, for example a 
programmed software module which, for example via a software interface, has 
access to the services of the described communications module 31 and can 
access the table 33, as was described above. The command module 32 
receives commands via the communications module 31 that have been 
transmitted to the chat server 3 via telecommunications networks 1 , 2 by 
communication participants by means of their communications terminals 11, 12 
21. 

In a first embodiment variant, the command module 32 transmits to the 
communication participant, or to the communications tenninal 11, 12, 21 of this 
communication participant, various menu options by spoken language, for 
instance by means of a speech synthesizer or by means of recorded language 
sequences, which options are able to be selected by the communication 
participant by means of operating elements 112, 212 of the communications 
terminal 11, 12, 21, it being useful, for instance, if the communication 
participant always receives from the command module 32 an overview of the 
most important commands upon entry of a particular command, for instance 
upon entry of the * key. After a communication participant has established a 
communication connection to the chat server 3, the command module 32 is 
able to transmit to the respective communication participant, or to the 
communications terminal 11, 12, 21 of this communication participant, first an 
overview of the most important commands, for instance, as well as a list of the 
available communication forums. 

in a second embodiment variant, the command module 32 comprises a 
speech recognition module, which makes it possible for the communication 
participants to transmit direct, spoken commands to the command module 32 
using their communications terminals 1 1 , 12, 21, these commands being 
preferably predefined key words, for example in a language that can be 
selected, and it being useful also in this embodiment variant if the 
communication participant always receives, transmitted from the command 
module 32, an overview of the most important commands by transmitting a 
particular command, for instance by transmitting the key word "help". For this 
second embodiment variant it also makes sense if the communication 
participant can switch between a command mode and a communication mode 
upon transmission of a particular command to the command module 32, for 
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example upon transmission of the key words "switch mode." After a 
communication participant has established a communication connection with 
the chat server 3, the command module 32 can transmit to the respective 
communication participant, or to the communication terminal 11, 12, 21 of this 
5 communication participant, first an overview of the most important commands, 
for example, as well as a list of the available communication forums, for 
instance by means of a speech synthesizer or by means of stored language 
sequences. 

In a third embodiment variant, a menu structure is shown to the 

10 communication participant on the display 111,211 of the communications 
terminal, from which menu structure the communication participant is able to 
select menu options by means of operating elements 1 12, 212 of the 
communications terminal 1 1, 21 and have them transmitted automatically to the 
command module 32 of the chat server 3. One skilled in the art will understand 

15 that the menu structure and its presentation and operation can be implemented 
in the most various ways. For example, corresponding programmed software 
functions can be implemented based on WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) 
or by means of available SIM tool kits; corresponding programmed software 
functions can be stored and executed, for instance in the form of applets, e.g. 

20 Java applets (Java is a registered trademark of Sun Microsystems), in the 

communications terminal 1 1 , for instance on a chipcard 1 1 3, e.g. a SIM card, or 
can be transmitted by the chat server 3 to the communications terminal 11, 12, 
21 for execution. Executable programs and/or data, for instance information 
from the chat server 3 about available communication forums, which are 

25 integrated into the menu structure in the communications terminal 1 1 , 12, 21 , or 
menu options selected by the communication participant that are directed to the 
command module 32 of the chat server 3, can thereby be transmitted over the 
telecommunications network 1 , 2, for example by means of special short 
messages such as SMS (Short Message Services), USSD (Unstructured 

30 Supplementary Services Data) or other messages via a mobile network 1 , or 
via the service channel of an ISDN network 2. It is also possible for the chat 
server 3 to transmit the entire menu structure together with the mentioned data, 
for instance in an applet, via the telecommunications network 1 to a 
communications terminal 11, 12. 
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These three different embodiment variants can be alternative design 
variants or they can be offered as complementary design variants by the chat 
server 3, for instance as options that can be selected for different types of 
communications terminals 1 1 , 12, 21 , available under different service 

5 numbers, for instance. It should be explicitly pointed out here that the present 
invention makes it possible for communication participants from various and 
differing telecommunications networks 1, 2, to take part in a common 
communication forum, in particular owing to the possibility of connecting 
different telecommunications networks 1 , 2 to the chat server 3 and thanks to 

10 the different mechanisms for receiving commands and for supporting different 
communications terminals 11, 12,21. 

The commands which are able to be transmitted by the communication 
participant to the command module 32 of the chat server 3 include commands 
such as are customary in the chat rooms, mentioned at the beginning, on the 

15 Internet, insofar as these commands can be used for rounds of communication 
in spoken language. For example, a communication participant is able to 
register with a user name that is unambiguous for the respective 
communication forum service, is able to select a desired communication forum 
from the menu options described above, is able to leave a selected 

20 communication forum, is able to define a new communication forum, is able to 
grant or refuse access to the personally defined communication forum to other 
interested communication participants, is able to call up information about 
available communication forums, for instance the number and/or user names, 
e.g. aliases or actual names, of communication participants taking part in a 

25 communication forum, is able to transmit confidential messages to specified 
communication participants that cannot be heard by other communication 
participants, etc. 

It should also be mentioned here that a communication participant is 
able to register for a desired communication forum when no other 

30 communication participant has yet selected this respective communication 
forum. A round of communication between the registered communication 
participant and a further communication participant who selects the respective 
communication forum, is thereby initiated through interconnection of the 
respective communications terminals 11, 12, 21, this taking place 

35 automatically, for instance, or a message being first transmitted by the 
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command module 32 of the chat server 3 to the registered communication 
participant relating to the further communication participant, and, through entry 
of a corresponding command, the registered communication participant being 
able to take part in the communication round of the respective communication 

5 forum or not. In a similar way, a communication participant is able to register 
another communication participant specified by him with a particular 
communication forum, or, in a variant, with all communication forums available 
at the respective chat server 3, so that the registered communication 
participant is included in the communication round of the particular 

10 communication forum, or respectively any desired communication forum, when 
the specified further communication participant selects the particular 
communication forum, or respectively any desired available communication 
forum. The communication participant can also register another 
communication participant specified by him in such a way that he is informed, 

15 e.g. by the command module 32 of the chat server 3, when the specified further 
communication participant selects a particular, or respectively any desired 
available, communication forum or leaves such a communication forum. 

In a further embodiment variant, the current geographic position of a 
communication participant can be taken into consideration by the command 

20 module 32 of the chat server 3 in that it is compared, for example, with the 
above-mentioned data about geographic validity and/or availability of the 
communication forum, so that only those communication forums are offered to 
the respective communication participant for selection that are valid or 
respectively available for his current geographic position, for instance. For this 

25 purpose, the current position of a communication participant is transmitted to 
the chat server 3, it being determined, for example, by position determining 
means in the communications terminal 11, 12, for instance through a satellite- 
based GPS receiver (Global Positioning System) or a terrestrial TPS receiver 
(Terrestrial Positioning System), or is determined by the mobile network 1. The 

30 selection of communication forums can also be limited by the chat server 3 
taking into account the current date and/or time in that the above-mentioned 
data on a limited temporal validity and/or availability of the communication 
forum are taken into consideration. In an application example, a 
communication forum can be defined such that it relates to a temporally and 

35 geographically limited event, for instance a sports event of a local organizer 
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that takes place at a defined point in time. A communication forum can also be 
limited with respect to communication participants belonging to a particular 
telecommunication network 1, 2 or to a particular network operator. 

If, according to the embodiment variant described above for command 

5 transmission, a communication participant selects a particular communication 
forum, first some information about the respective communication forum can be 
sent to him, for instance, by the command module, e.g. how many 
communication participants are already taking part in a communication round in 
the communication forum, the geographic distance between the communication 

10 participant and the communication participants already taking part in a 
communication round of the communication forum, whether communication 
participants have reserved for the communication forum or in what language 
the communication round of the communication forum is being carried out. On 
the basis of this information, the communication participant can decide to take 

15 part in the communication round of the respective communication forum, to 
reserve therefor, or to choose another communication forum. When the 
communication participant indicates to the command module 32 of the chat 
server 3 with corresponding command transmission that he would like to take 
part in the communication round of the respective communication forum, the 

20 command module 32 switches the communications terminal 11, 12, 21 of the 
communication participant into an already existing communication round, with 
the aid of above-mentioned functions of the communications module 31 , by 
adding on to an already existing conference circuit, or it sets up a new 
communication round between the communication participant and further 

25 communication participants registered for the respective communication forum. 
By terminating the communication connection to the chat server 3, or by 
transmitting corresponding commands to the command module 32, the 
communication participant is able to leave a selected communication forum. 
Information about participation of communication participants in communication 

30 rounds of the communication forum are continuously updated in the table 33 by 
the command module 32, a reference to an established connection, for 
example a conference circuit, also being stored in the table 33 for each 
communication forum. 

Communication forum services can be offered free of charge, for 
35 example, to interested communication participants, the costs for the service 
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being assumed by a sponsoring company for advertising purposes, for 
instance, or being covered by the proceeds thereby earned from the use of 
communications sen/ices to the chat server 3, that are subject to fees, when the 
communication forum service is offered by a communications operator. The 

5 access to communication forum services subject to charges can be controlled, 
as described above, through access codes or preparation of a list of authorized 
communication participants. It can also be of interest to sell to interested 
parties, or lease with licensing fees, chat servers 3, ready for operation, or data 
carriers with software modules stored thereon for control of a suitable 

10 communications server as chat server 3. In addition, chipcards can also be 
sold, for example SIM cards 113, which contain suitable software modules for 
participating in communication forums offered by one or more chat servers 3, 
using a suitable communications terminal 11. Moreover, potential earnings 
result from a communication forum being moderated by a moderator, the 

15 moderator being a well known figure, a specialist in a particular field, or an 
entertainer, for instance. 
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Claims 

1. A communication method, in which at least two communication 
participants communicate with one another by means of spoken language in a 
round of communication by means of communications terminals (11, 12, 21) via 

5 a telecommunications network (1 , 2), the said communications terminals (1 1 , 
12, 21) being interconnected via the said telecommunications network (1 , 2) for 
a said communication round when the said communication participants have 
selected a common communication forum, wherein 

the said communication participants select the common communication 
10 forum by means of the said communications terminals (11,12, 21). 

2. The communication method according to claim 1 , wherein at least 
certain of the said communications terminals are mobile devices (1 1 , 12), and 
the said communications network comprises at least one mobile network. 

3. The communication method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the 

15 said communication participants select, via a menu structure, a communication 
forum from a list of defined communication forums or define a new 
communication forum, a defined communication forum being assigned a 
designation, designating for example a topic. 

4. The communication method according to claim 3, wherein the said 

20 menu structure is displayed on a display (111, 211) of the said communications 
terminals (11, 12, 21), and the said communication forum is selected or defined 
by means of operating elements (112, 212) of the said communications 
terminals (11, 12, 21). 

5. The communication method according to claim 3, wherein the said 
25 communication forum is selected or defined under speech-controlled menu 

guidance by means of operating elements (112, 212) of the said 
communications terminal (11, 12, 21). 

6. The communication method according to one of the claims 1 to 5, 
wherein at least certain of the said communication forums are available only to 

30 communication participants located in a particular geographical area assigned 
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to the respective communication forum. 

7. The communication method according to one of the claims 3 to 6, 
wherein access to a said communication forum can be denied to an interested 
communication participant by the said communication participant who defined 
the said communication forum. 

8. The communication method according to one of the claims 1 to 7, 
wherein the said communications terminals (1 1, 12, 21) are interconnected for 
a said communication round by means of conference circuit. 

9. The communication method according to one of the claims 1 to 8, 
wherein one of the said communication participants registers for a 
communication forum when no other communication participant has yet 
selected the respective communication forum, and a round of communication 
between the registered communication participant and at least one other 
communication participant begins when this at least one other communication 
participant has selected the respective communication forum. 

10. The communication method according to one of the claims 1 to 9, 
wherein one of the said communication participants registers for at least one 
communication forum specifying in addition at least one other communication 
participant as a communication partner for the respective communication 
forum, so that he is notified when a specified communication partner has 
selected a respective communication forum. 

11. The communication method according to one of the claims 1 to 10, 
wherein at least certain of the said communication forums have a temporally 
limited availability. 

12. A chat server (3) which comprises a communications module (31) for 
connection with telecommunications networks (1, 2) in which communication 
participants communicate with one another by means of communications 
terminals (11, 12, 21), which server has a table (33) in which information about 
communication forums is stored, and which server has a command module (32) 
that is set up such that it is able to receive and execute commands from the 
said communication participants, the said command module (32) enabling the 
said communication participants to select one of the said communication 
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forums by means of the said commands, the said communications module (31) 
being set up such that it is able to interconnect at least two of the said 
communication participants, who have selected a common communication 
forum, for a round of communication, in which the said communication 
5 participants communicate by means of spoken language, over a said 
telecommunications network (1, 2), wherein 

the command module (32) is moreover set up such that it is able to 
receive over the said telecommunications networks (1 , 2) said commands 
entered by the said communication participants by means of the said 
10 communication terminals (11, 12, 21). 

13. The chat server (3) according to claim 12, wherein at least certain of 
the said communications terminals are mobile devices (11, 12), and said 
telecommunications networks comprise at least one mobile network (1). 

14. The chat server (3) according to one of the claims 12 or 13, wherein 
15 the said command module (32) is set up such that the said communication 

participants are able to select a communication forum from the said table (33) 
or define a new communication forum, a designation being assigned to a 
defined communication forum, designating for example a topic. 

15. The chat server (3) according to claim 14, wherein the said 

20 command module (32) is set up such that it is able to prepare a list of the 
defined communication forums stored in the said table (33) and transmit it by 
means of the said communications module (31) to the said communications 
terminals (11, 12, 21) over the said telecommunications networks (1, 2). 

16. The chat server (3) according to one of the claims 12 to 15, wherein 
25 at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the 

said table (33) are limited geographically and contain indications about a 
geographic area, and the said command module (32) is set up such that it 
makes available geographically limited communication forums only to 
communication participants who are located in this geographic area. 

30 17. The chat server (3) according to one of the claims 14 to 16, wherein 

at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the 
said table (33) contain indications about a first communication participant who 
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has defined the respective communication forum, and the said command 
module (32) is set up such that it is able to pass on commands from a second 
communication participant regarding the selection of one of the said 
communication forums to the first communication participant and is able to 
5 receive a command from this first communication participant to deny the 
second communication participant access to the respective communication 
forum. 

18. The chat server (3) according to one of the claims 12 to 17, wherein 
the said communications module (31) is set up such that it is able to 

10 interconnect communications terminals (1 1 , 12, 21) for one of the said 
communication rounds by means of conference circuit. 

19. The chat server (3) according to one of the claims 12 to 18, wherein 
at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the 
said table (33) contain indications about communication participants who have 

15 registered for a communication forum when no other communication participant 
has yet selected the respective communication forum, and the said command 
module (32) is set up such that it is able to connect a communication round 
between the communication participant who has registered and at least one 
other communication participant when this at least one other communication 

20 participant has selected the respective communication forum. 

20. The chat server (3) according to one of the claims 12 to 19, wherein 
at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the 
said table (33) contain indications about first communication participants, who 
have registered for a communication forum, and about second communication 

25 participants, who have been specified as communication partners by the first 
communication participants, and the said command module (32) is set up such 
that it informs a registered first communication participant when a specified 
communication partner has selected a respective communication forum. 

21. The chat server (3) according to one of the claims 12 to 20, wherein 
30 at least certain of the entries relating to communication forums stored in the 

said table (33) contain indications relating to a temporally limited availability. 
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German Language Declaration 



Ich beanspruche hiermic auslandische Prioritatsvoiteile gemaft Title 
35, US-Codc, § 119 (a)-(d), bzw. § 365(b) aller unten aufgefuhrtcn 
Auslandsanmeldungen fur Patente oder Erfinderur^nden, oder § 
365(a) alter PCT intcrnationalcn Anmeldungen, welche wenigstens 
ein Land ausser den Vereinigten Staatcn von Amerika benennen, 
und babe nachstehend durch ankreuzen samtliche Ausiands- 
anmeldungen fur Patente bzw. Erflnderurloinden oder PCT 
intCTnationak Anmeldungen angeg^>«x, dercn Anmeldetag dcm dcr 
Anmeldung, fur welche Prioritat beanspnicht wird, vorangeht. 

Prior Foreign Applications 
(Fruherc auslanaische Anmeldungen) 



limber) 
linuncr) 



(Country) 
(Land) 



(Swiiber) 

(T^Ey^mmer) 



(Country) 
(Land) 



I(M^;beanspruche hiermit Prioritatsvorteile unter Title 35, US-Code, 
§-=ii9(e) aller US-Hilfsanmeldungen wie unten aufgezahlt. 



{AppWcatioa No,) 
(i^flctenzeichen) 



(>^^JicalJon No.) 
(i^Oenzeichen) 



(Filing Dat«) 
(Anmeldetag) 



(Filing Date) 
(Anmeldetag) 



IcQeanspruche hiennit die mir unter Title 35, US-Code, § 120 
zusiBhenden Vorteile aller unten aufgefuhrten US- 
Pai^tanmeldungen bzw. § 365(c) aller PCT intemationalen 
Anmeldungen, welche die Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika 
benenn^, und erkenne, insofem der Gegenstand exnes jeden 
fruheren Anspruchs dieser Patentanmeldung nicht in einer US- 
Pabentanmeidung, bzw. PCT intemationalen Anmeldung in in einer 
gcmafi dem ersten Absatz von Titie 35, US-Code, § 112 
vorgeschriebenen Art und Weise offenbart wurde, meine PiElicht zur 
Offenbarung jeglicher Informationen an, die zur Prufung der 
Patentfahigkeit in Einklang mit Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, § 1.56 von Belang sind und die im Zeitraum zwischen 
dem Anmeldetag der fruheren Patentanmeldung und dem nationalen 
oder im Rahmen des Vcrtrags uber die Zusammenarbeit auf dem 
Gebiet des Patentwesen (PCT) gultigen intemationalen Anmeldetags 
bekannt geworden sind. 



I (Application No.) 
(Akte&zdichen) 



(Filing Date) 
(Anmeldetag) 



(Application No.) 
(Akteozeichen) 



(Filing Date) 
(Anmeldetag) 



Ich oklare hiemiit, daB alle in der vorliegenden Erklarung von mir 
gemachtcn Angaben nach bestem Wissen und Gewissen der 
Wahrfaeit entsprechen, und femer daB ich diese eidesstattliche 
Erklarung in Kenntnis dessen ablege, daB wissentlich und 
vorsatzlich falsche Angaben oder dergleichen gemaB § 1001, Title 
18 des US-Code strafbar sind und mit Geldstrafe und/oder 
GeSngnis bestraft werden konnen und daB deraitige wissentlich und 
vorsatzlich falsche Angaben die Rechtjiwiiksamkeit der 
vorliegenden Patentanmeldung oder eines aufgrund dercn erteiltcn 
Patentes gefahrden konnen. 



I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States Code, 
§ U9(a)-(d) or § 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate, or § 365(a) of any PCT International 
application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed below and have also identified below, by 
checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or PCT International application having a filing date 
before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 



Priority Not Claimed 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
(Tag/Mooat/Jahr der Anmeldung) 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
(Tag/Monat/Jahr der Anmeldung) 



□ 



□ 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
§ 119(c) of any United States provisional application(s)listcd below. 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 
of any United Stages application(s), or § 365(c) of any PCT 
International application designating the United States, listed below 
and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
International application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 112, 1 acknowledge the 
duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 which 
became available between the filing date of the prior application and 
the national or PCT International filing date of this application . 



(Status) patented, pending, abandoned) 
Status) (patentieit, schwebend, aufgegeben) 



(Status) (patented, pending, abandoned) 
(Status) i^atentiert, schwebeod, aufgegeben) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge arc true and that all statements made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were 
made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made arc punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful &lsc statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issued thereon. 
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